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urban areas (more than 50, 000 population) than it did in the smaller cit- 

ies. Reports from the 140 largest metropolitan areas show that the 
number of residential units started within their boundaries during 1951 was 31% 
below the number started in 1950. This compares unfavorably with the decline 
of 26% in nonfarm housing starts for the entire nation. 


[) URING 1951 residential construction took a worse beating in the large 


Columbus, Ohio, was the hardest hit metropolitan area. Reports indicate 
that the number of starts there in 1951 dropped 56% below the 1950 level. St. 
Louis, Missouri, and Portland, Oregon, suffered drops of 54% each. Dallas, © 
Texas, had a drop of 47%; Kansas City, Missouri, a drop of 42%; and Detroit, 
Michigan, and the New York City Metropolitan Area had drops of 40% each. There — 
were about a dozen other areas where the drops varied between 30% and 40%. © 
In the majority of cases, a greater decline occurred in the cities rather than in © 
the Suburban portions of the metropolitan areas, no doubt indicating that the © 
suburban areas will, as a rule, bear up better under the expected slump in © 
building activity. 


The map on page 131 shows that 81% of the major metropolitan areas started © 
fewer homes in 1951 than they did in 1950. 


The charts showing the rate of residential construction in these areas appear 
on pages 132 through 145. 
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The average number of new family accommodations built 
per month per 10,000 families is shown from 1920 to the 
present for metropolitan areas having from 50, 000 to 
200, 000 people (the solid red line); for areas having from 
200, 000 to 500, 000 people (the beaded red line); for areas 
having from 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 people (the dash-dot 
line); and for those areas having a population of over 
1, 000, 000 (the dashed red line). Eighty areas fall into 
the first category; thirty-eight into the second; and eleven 
each into the third and fourth 


On each wrea chart is shown in red the national aver- 
age for areas in its grouping in contrast to the blue line, 
which shows the figures for the specific area. The aver- 
ages used on the area charts are medians. A median 
average is found by arranging the data in order of size 
and selecting the amount at the midpoint. Because a med- 
ian average thus eliminates the influence of the two ex- 
tremes, it gives a very good picture of the typical area 
in each group. 


On the chart on page 129 we have also shown national 
averages for each of the groupings of metropolitan areas - 
(1) 50, 000 to 200, 000 population; (2) 200, 000 to 500, 000 
population; (3) 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 population; and (4) 1, - 
000, 000 population and over. These averages should more 
properly be called arithmetic means. An arithmetic mean 
is obtained by adding the amounts of all the items and then 
dividing by the number of items. It will be noticed that the 
arithmetic mean, being influenced by areas with a greatly 
accelerated rate of new building, is above the median aver - 
age of each of the groupings. The arithmetic means are 
given for each grouping in order that a comparison of new 
building on a volume basis may be made 
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The tables in this report (pages 146 through 161) show the actual number of 
new family accommodations for which building permits have been issued in the 
metropolitan areas of the United States tor the years from 1943 through 1951. 
All metropolitan areas as defined by the 1940 United States Census are covered. 
All suburbs, cities, towns or unincorporated areas from which sufficient data 
could be secured have been included. There are some communities, however, 
par‘s of metropolitan areas in which building has taken place, which are not in- 
cluded in these tabulations because of the inadequacy of the records kept in these 
communities. Considerable correspondence has been had with each of these 
communities in an effort to include them. 


All communities are listed alphabetically under the metropolitan area of which 
they form a part. This is true even where the principal city is in one State and 
some of the communities in its metropolitan area are in an adjoining State; for 
instance, Camden and various other New Jersey communities are listed under 
Philadelphia, as these communities form an integral part of the Philadelphia 
Area as defined by the United States Census. 


The figures given for each community for each year represent the total num- 
ber of new family accommodations for which building permits were issued in 
that year. Thus, a permit for a single-family residence is represented in the 
figures by (1), a 2-family building by (2), a 4-family building by (4), anda 
permit for a 60-family apartment is counted as 60 family accommodations. All 
types of residential buildings are included in these figures regardless of how they 
were financed or by whom they were built. Slum clearance projects built by the 
community, the State or the Federal government are housing accommodations 
and therefore included. 


At the bottom of the list of communities for each metropolitan area the total for 
all of the listed communities in that area is shown in red. For most metropolitan 
areas this figure is approximately complete, as those communities fn which fig- 
ures are not available generally have done relatively little building. In a few 
metropolitan areas, however, it will be noticed by looking over the list of com- 
munities that a few important suburbs are not available. For many metropolitan 
areas figures have been included for the unincorporated portions of the area. 
These are indicated under the name of either the township (Twp. ) or county, 
followed by (UP) for unincorporated portion. The yearly totals for all of the 
communities listed in this report are: 
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1943 , 1944 , 1945 ~ 1947 , 1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 
171, 204} 103, 700) 129, wh | 


332, 639 | 343, 432 | 439, 674 1531, 552/738, 6281506, 879 
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